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(phile–as in Philadelphia), fused with the word for stranger 
(xenos–as in xenophobe).  What is hospitality?  We can talk 
expressions and manifestations of it and make a fine long 
list of legalisms to enforce, but, at its root, hospitality is 
about showing brotherly love towards those we don’t know 
so well.  This means that hospitality is fundamentally a heart 
and “gospel” issue.  The love of Christ for you, His former 
enemy, a stranger to His grace, must compel you to love 
those around you, especially the stranger.  This “gospel 
connection” is why hospitality is a qualification or 
disqualification for both elders and widows:  a lack of 
manifest hospitality shows a life dead to the gospel of grace, 
regardless of what you profess to believe. 
 Of course, a timeless definition of hospitality (love for 
strangers) requires time and culture bound application.  It’s 
helpful to go back to the early church and wrestle with how 
they applied this teaching.  It first and foremost applied to 
inviting and welcoming people to the corporate worship of 
God.  Think about the earliest elders applying this.  The 
kind of man Jesus wants as a spiritual leader is one who is 
practiced and accustomed to inviting people to spend time 
with himself and his family at his house.  Why?  Because the 
earliest church elders called people to worship everyday, 
morning and evening, before and after work, in their home 
for corporate worship.  Elders exercising hospitality in the 
earliest church weren’t primarily having people over for 
weenie roasts and s’mores but were inviting people to 
worship!  Their hospitality was their shepherding and they 
were exercising both by inviting, drawing, and encouraging 
believers and non-believers to draw near to hear God’s Word 
and participate in God’s worship. 
 Think again, about the logic of the gospel, as we wrestle 
with contemporary application to the whole body of Christ, 
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 I say “hospitality,” you say,…what?  Paula Dean?  
Martha Stewart?  Time, effort and energy poured out in 
food preparation?  The demands of light and witty 
conversation?  Surely, when Paul tells Timothy and Titus 
to look for “hospitable” elders he has neither food nor 
Paula nor Martha nor social butterflies in mind. 
 Paul’s qualifications for elders in 1 Timothy 3:2 and 
Titus 1:8 challenge our culturally conditioned view of 
hospitality which is both food-centered and feminine.  
Hospitality is masculine at its core.  The first place you’re 
likely to find it exhibited in the church of Christ is within 
the male spiritual leadership.  Hospitable is one of the 
things Christ has called His elders to be and to exercise 
even before they are elders.  It’s a test of their character 
and qualification for the office.  We see a similar 
“hospitality-test” with widows.  Because hospitality is a 
visible test of our profession of faith, Paul says that the 
only kinds of widows a church is obliged to support are 
those characterized by good works, including hospitality (1 
Timothy 5:10). 
 Hospitality is so critical to a vibrant church, that 
Christ not only calls His elders to typify it and widows to 
exhibit it, but all His disciples to engage in it.  We all are 
called to exercise hospitality to strangers (Hebrews 13:2), 
as well as to those within the body of Christ (Romans 
12:13), without grumbling (1 Peter 4:9).  Everyone you will 
ever meet is worthy of your hospitality, and Jesus calls us 
all to demonstrate it. 
 So, what is “hospitality”?  The word itself gives us 
some insight.  Sometimes a compound word is just that, 
worth no further exploration.  Here, even if it is not 
significant, unpacking this word is certainly helpful.  In 
the Greek, “hospitality” is the word for brotherly love 
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not just the elders.  If I truly love someone, I am joy and 
duty bound to introduce them to the One who first loved 
me.  Hospitality in the scriptures is less like Martha Stewart 
and more like the woman at the well in John 4.  “Come,” 
she says, “come and see the man who told me everything I 
ever did!”  Hospitality in the scriptures is less like Paula 
Dean and more like Levi, who invites Jesus over to his house 
and then throws a house party for all the sinners he knows so 

that they might have an encounter with Christ.  Hospitality 
is the person who not only invites their pagan neighbor over 
for dessert but to worship so that he/she might come into 
the Word preached, sacraments administered, and prayer, 
“and so, falling on his face, he will worship God and declare 
that God is really among you” (1 Cor 14:25).  What greater 
brotherly love for the stranger can we have than bringing 
them alongside us to where we believe Christ will meet with 
us, feed us, and bless us? 
 Is hospitality exercised by having people 
over to our homes?  Absolutely!  Don’t restrict it 
to corporate worship.  Then again, if all your 
hospitality begins and ends in your own home, 
you’ve not won people to Christ but to yourself.   
Biblical hospitality (or the exercise of any virtue 
or gift) ought to move folks closer to Christ and 
worship, not farther away. 
 Does it involve complicated meals?  
Absolutely not!  Food is optional, but, here 
again, a timeless principle finds unique cultural 
application.  In our culture, few things welcome someone 
over like a shared meal, shared snack, or a shared cup of 
coffee.  Few things warm my heart like a piping hot cup of 
Café Verona with some shared dark chocolate or Boston 
Crème doughnuts.  All these are simple ways in which we 
can show love for the “stranger” and reward their efforts to 
meet with us with something that communicates “I’m here 
to meet with you.”  It should be no surprise, then, that the 
explosive nature of church growth in Acts was characterized 
by shared meals, or “love feasts,” and celebrated in the 
Lord’s Supper, things radically spiritually different than their 
idol-based counterparts, but sharing in the cultural power of 
shared food connected to corporate worship. 
 I think we have opportunity to reintroduce the priority 
of hospitality, and, Lord willing, experience the real spiritual 
fruit and kingdom effectiveness that comes from the exercise 
of hospitality, in the context of Sunday school.  For starters, 
if you’re welcomed into Sunday school, you’ll generally stay 
for worship.  Focusing our hospitality efforts in ways that 
move people into corporate worship fits the earliest church 
paradigm and Christ’s priorities for us as a church.  Second, 
Sunday school is one of the few physical spaces where we 
can grow in terms of attendance.  Most small groups are at 

max capacity.  Exhorting such groups to begin exercising 
hospitality in that context would lead only to frustration 
and despair unless they have a house that can 
accommodate a large group, leadership intent on splitting 
the group up, or willingness to focus once a month on 
nothing but hospitality.  Those groups that can, ought to 
find ways to invite people in, but even if they did there 
would still be no connection with corporate worship. 
 What needs to change in order to reintroduce this 
priority, especially in the context of Sunday school?  Given 
space to receive people in, it will take intentionality on 
behalf of the leadership and membership to invite 
someone to join them.  Second, it will, in our context, 
mean coffee and food available when people come in.  Third, 
it will mean that we need to think long and hard about 
what people are coming into and adjust accordingly.  Part 
of the new Sunday school format which I’ll speak to on 

July 7th in a combined Adult Sunday school 
time, involves its own meet and greet.  Let me 
tell you, as an outsider, nothing is worse than 
coming into a room of strangers already mid-
lecture/lesson.  Few things in life say “you do 
not belong” than a group of people who can’t 
shake your hand or say hello, or at least direct 
you to where the coffee is.  On the other 
hand, few things in life say “welcome” than a 
room filled with people talking and enjoying 
one another’s company with people ready to 

shake your hand and introduce you to other people.  As 
an observer, I can see a visible change in people’s 
demeanor when they come into our Sunday school class 
and it warms my heart.  As a leader, I can tell you, I have 
absolute confidence that I can invite anyone I meet, 
especially strangers, and they will not only feel welcomed 
but actually be welcomed to worship by means of Sunday 
school.  As a pastor, I can tell you, there are very few, if 
any, established spaces in which to welcome total strangers 
and old friends that at the same time ushers them into 
God’s primary discipleship and shepherding plan: 
corporate worship. 
 I’d like to share much more with you, and hope to do 
so on July 7 during a combined Adult Sunday school time.  
I’ve entitled the time “Desire and Discipleship” and will 
not only share almost a year’s worth of data and 
conclusions about discipleship at EP, but plot a pathway 
forward that fits our priorities as a church and brings us 
closer in line with God’s desires for us as a church.  Please 
join me for that time. 

 
     - Pastor Knott 
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Rich and Ramona Wagner 

MTW, Cusco, Peru 

The church Rich is assigned to pastor has a unique 
situation in which there are more children than adults.  
He is incorporating the children into the worship service 
and is astounded at the depth of their prayers.  On Good 
Friday, the Jesus film was presented to about 125 non-
believers in a small pueblo.  They are following up with a 
Bible study twice a month.  The Wagners have taken into 
their home, Fabiola, a little girl with Downs Syndrome 
and a hole in her heart.  She is 26 months old and the size 
of a 6 to 9 month old.  Under their care, she is developing 
physically, mentally and emotionally.  Pray that a 
hospital in South Carolina will perform the 
needed heart surgery.  Ramona is teaching a Bible 
study to a group of young women.  Rich just 
finished a study of Old Testament prophets in a 
seminary class.  On April 21 he was in a serious 
motor cycle accident trying to avoid a large dog 
that was in the middle of the road.  This resulted 
in a concussion, bruised lung, six broken and 
completely out of place ribs and out of place collar bone.  
Pray that he will heal quickly. 
 
John and Sue Burch 

MTW, San Juan, Puerto Rico 
The whole team from the Spiritual Life Department 
sensed the prayer support as each one worked hard to 
serve the missionaries at their area retreat in Spain.  It was 
a privilege to serve those in ministry from so many 
different locations.  There were 540 people in all.  There 
were 8 nursery workers, a team of 18 from Children’s 
Ministry International to teach, play with and love 
approximately 75 primary aged children.  Nineteen youth 

workers hung out and cared for 90 youths, middle and high 
schoolers.  And then there were the adults!  The Lord really 
did bless and take care of those who were there.  The 
Discover part of the iLead program has just ended.  Pray 
that each participant will grow in their personal walk with 
the Lord and will develop their vision for how to be used 
elsewhere in the world.  Pray for John as he evaluates the 
classes, direction of the courses and speakers needed for the 
future.  The Burches (having been in Puerto Rico for 15 
months) realize the need to understand the Puerto Rican 
culture and language on a deeper level.  Pray for them as 
they decide whether to go full time to language school in 

Costa Rica this fall, for 7 weeks up to 4 months, 
or stay in Puerto Rico and hire a full time tutor. 
 
Jarrett and Hillary Allebach 

PCA, Hartford, CT 
Wesley Anderson Allebach arrived on April 29 
weighing 7 lbs 6 oz.  They are thankful that 
Hillary was able to wrap up with her clients before 
the birth.  The provision of meals and help 

around the house after Hillary’s surprise c-section has been 
great.  Jarrett has received positive feedback regarding his 
work with community groups.  The church had its first week 
of Children’s Christian Education in May.  Pray that God 
would regroup the youth group.  The teens have been 
scattered the last month and it has been hard to get together 
with them.  Pray for female volunteers to work with the 
teens.  Pray that God would orchestrate ImpACT ’09 and 
the Hartford Project, two summer outreaches with which 
the church is involved.  Pray that God would use them as 
witnesses in their neighborhood especially since Wesley has 
attracted more attention. 
      - Jill White 
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“PURCHASED  FOR  H IS  PURPOSE” 
2009 THEME  

Music & Arts Camp - June 22-26 
 

July 4th Picnic 
Plan to join us on July 4th at 4:00 for a picnic in the grove.  
We’ll have hot dogs (you bring the sides and 
desserts), games for the children, family relays, 
a softball game, bocce, and much more.  Look 
for the display in the narthex and sign up at the 
Information Desk by June 28.  If you have 
questions please call Melanie Vinson. 
 

Vacation Bible School - July 27-31 
 

Women In the Church Retreat - October 9-10 
Ruth Auffarth is our speaker 

 
Christmas House Tour 

Mark your calendar for this year’s EP House 
Tour on December 11, 2009.  If you would like 
to open your home for the tour, please contact 
Melanie Vinson for details. 

 It is quite likely that many in our congregation are 
unaware of the planning and the background that support 
Diaconate activities.  Since the founding of the 
Presbyterian Church in America, procedures have been in 
place to standardize the operation of our various 
committees.  The compilation of these guidelines is 
referred to as the Deacon Policy Manual, or the 
Procedures Manual.  From time to time, the manual is 
revised and updated, and we are in the midst of such a 
revision in 2009. 
 The most recent review was completed in 2000, and 
the intervening years have seen a number of subtle, 
gradual changes take place.  New ideas have been 
introduced and new personnel have assumed positions of 
leadership on various committees.  If these changes prove 
to be successful, they need to be documented in the 
manual.  Also, new staff members often bring innovative 
ideas with them as they assume their positions. These 
changes influence not only the Session and its functions, 
but also the day-to-day management of church life - in 
other words, the work of the Diaconate. 
 As an example of how the passage of time can alter 
ministry, consider our Local Projects Committee.  EPC 
has always had a heart for Missions, as evidenced by our 
annual budget and the number of individuals who have 
gone from our congregation into full-time Christian 
work; our young people have frequently gone on both 
national or international summer mission trips; events like 
VBS and the Music Camp reach out to our community.  
But, it became increasingly clear to both the Session and 
the Diaconate that local ministries such as A Door of 
Hope and The Sunday Breakfast Mission could provide 
our congregation with additional opportunities for 
service.  These relationships arose over a number of years:  
both already existed, both had stood the test of time, and 
their theological make-up was compatible with ours - it was 
easy to endorse and support them.  It was a simple process 
to establish a friendship and a working relationship that 
has benefited both of us. 
 Another reason to periodically review the Policy 
Manual has to do with technology.  For instance, the work 
of the Audio-Visual Committee has undergone drastic 
changes.  The installation of a high-tech sound system, the 
use of wireless microphones, the advent of CD-dubbing 

capabilities, the opportunity to employ power-point 
presentations, the presence of  high-quality Bose speakers, 
and the availability of a computer-assisted control board 
have improved the quality of our presentation in Sunday 
School, morning and evening worship services, weddings 
and concerts.  This is a significant step forward. 
 Other areas of church life that have been positively 
impacted by technology include the office telephone and fax 
system, the desk-top and/or lap-top computers used by our 
staff, the reproduction capabilities of our 'new' copy 
machine, the security systems in both the main building and 
(soon) the Family Life Center, and our improved ability to 
deal with emergencies - specifically, our AED unit located in 
the narthex. 
 So, while the review process might be seen as tedious 
and time-consuming, it is useful and necessary and 
benefits both current and future Deacons.  Guidelines for 
all the work we oversee—from caring for church facilities to 
preparing the elements for Communion, from listing the 
duties of the Deacon-in-Charge to directing the 
disbursement of Mercy Needs funds—are found in the 
Policy/Procedures Manual. 
      - Dave Simpson 
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 During the joint meeting of the elders and deacons on 
Monday, May 11, Pastor Harvey directed us to James 3:5-12 
where James, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
writes about our tongues and the power of what we say.  
Our words can either edify and build up others, or they can 
tear down and be quite destructive.  Blessing the Lord on 
the one hand and cursing human beings made in God’s 
image on the other ought not to be (please see, in 
particular, verses 9-10)!  The integrity of what we 
communicate should be above approach, full of truth, and 
shared in love.  Leaders, especially, should guard their 
tongues and watch what they say, exercising self-control 
when necessary as a fruit of the Spirit.  After Pastor Harvey 
completed his devotional, we prayed for a number of 
situations impacting our flock. 
 At the Session meeting during the Deacon’s Report 
section of our docket, Deacon Jared Guckenberger 
commented on the productive Work Day held at the 
church on May 2.  One area to notice in particular is the 
new mulch laid down at the Playground by the Family Life 
Center.  More assistance is always needed, so if you have 
some spare time to help around the church property, please 
see Deacon Dave Visser, Chairman of the Facilities 
Committee. 
 Each month, the various Staff members and Session 
Committees present reports covering their areas of 
ministry.  Some overall highlights: 
• Senior Pastor Jay Harvey: As he mentioned at the May 
17th morning worship service, the Session would like to see 
our worship services start much stronger in our worship of 
God.  Therefore, effective in June, we are adjusting aspects 
of our corporate gathering prior to the worship service:  the 
announcements and meet-and-greet time will be at the end 
rather than the beginning, and the Children’s Message will 
now be once a month on the Sundays we celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper rather than each week. 
• Assistant Pastor Joshua Knott:  Four (4) Sunday 
School classes will be taught this summer (June through 
August) – Tim Coyle will be teaching Colossians, Stephen 
Rippon will be teaching Hebrews, Todd Metzler will be 
teaching Redemption: Accomplished & Applied by Dr. John 
Murray, and there will be an ESL class run by Jim Thomas.  
Also, Pastor Knott apprised the Session of the Youth/Adult 
Mission Trip this coming July to Fairmont, West Virginia.  
The participants are raising funds (total need is 
approximately $8,000) through a combination of service 
projects, a general offering in June, and a dinner 

highlighting what will be taking place during the trip. 
• Director of Music Benjamin Harding: Benjamin 
highlighted the Kangho Lee concert on May 15 with Mr. 
Lee playing the cello and Benjamin playing the piano.  
Also, he apprised the Session of some upcoming concerts 
this fall (David Kim in October and our own Jim Prodan in 
November). 
• Director of Children’s Ministry/Children’s Music 

Debbie Freer:  Debbie wrote in her report about the May 1 
musical recital where 25 students performed under the 
direction of teachers Sherry Jamieson, Carol Prodan, 
Benjamin & Marji Harding, and Kevin & Debbie Freer.  
Also, please mark on your calendars the Music and Arts 
Camp to be held June 22-26 as well as Vacation Bible 
School from July 27-31. 
• Congregational Care Coordinator Tom Lewis: Tom 
shared about the many contacts/visits he makes each 
month, both in person and over the telephone, plus we 
prayed for people who are grieving or looking for 
employment. 
• Administration Committee: Ruling Elder Dennis 
Dietrich reported that Peggy Briscoe is stepping down from 
her role as Church Historian which she held for a number 
of years.  The Session thanks her for her time and 
dedicated efforts!  If anyone is interested in back-filling for 
Peggy, please contact Dennis. 
• Finance Committee: Ruling Elder Carl Hilbert 
reported that, as of the April 30 Balance Sheet, our 
General Fund had a very tiny positive balance (< $100).  
Our giving-to-budget is 95% which is slightly above the 5-
year average giving-to-budget of 94%. 
• Missions Committee: Ruling Elder David Rose gave an 
update on the work in Saltillo, Mexico led by Gabriel Diaz 
and the ways the Lord is blessing that ministry.  He also 
mentioned that the Committee received a letter from 
Andreas Garza, which included an update on how that area 
of Mexico is dealing with the H1N1 Influenza (‘Swine Flu’). 
• Outreach Committee: Ruling Elder David Halley 
shared some prayer requests related to WIC, Divorce Care 
and Fo Fe Fu.  The Divorce Care ministry is looking into 
the possibility of starting a Divorce Care for Kids. 
 We prayed for each Staff member and Committee 
chairman who submitted a report – this is our joy, privilege 
and responsibility! 
 Ruling Elder Doug Pollock closed our meeting in 
prayer at 10:02 pm.    
     - Todd Metzler 
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 Since the hymn Just As I Am has become so 
associated with informal evangelistic services, it is hard 
for many to believe that it was written by a member of a 
very proper Anglican family, Charlotte Elliott (1789-
1871). 
 Charlotte’s families on both sides were very active 
in the evangelical wing of the Church of England.  Her 
grandfather, the Rev. Henry Venn, was a good friend of 
John Wesley, and a member of the Clapham (South 
London) Sect, a group of wealthy evangelicals active in 
social causes, notably the abolition of slavery. 
 Her father, Charles Elliott, a silk merchant, also a 
member of the Clapham Sect, paid for the construction of 
the original Parish Church St. Mary The Virgin in 
Brighton.  Her two brothers, Henry Venn Elliott and 
Edward Bishop Everett, became ministers.  So, Charlotte, 
the fourth of six children, lived in a home where she was 
not only surrounded by family clergy but where foreign 
clerics and missionaries were often entertained. 
 In 1822 Charlotte found herself seated at dinner with 
Dr. Cesar Milan, a Swiss evangelist and hymn 
writer.  In the course of their conversation, he 
began to talk to her about her personal 
relationship to Christ.  Taken aback by this, she 
informed Milan in a rather curt fashion that she 
did not wish to discuss religion.   
 Milan apologized.  He assured Charlotte he had not 
meant to offend her.  The conversation changed. 
 What Dr. Milan did not know at the time of his and 
Charlotte’s first meeting (they were to become friends 
and correspondents for many years), was that Charlotte 
was feeling very despondent. She was in the early throes 
of a mysterious ailment that was to plague her the rest of 
her life.  Sometime within the previous year or two, she 
had been struck down by a malady that she later 
described thusly, “My Heavenly Father knows, and He 
alone, what it is, day after day, and hour after hour, to 
fight against bodily feelings of almost overpowering 
weakness and langour and exhaustion…” 
 Since Charlotte lived to be 82, her disease most 
likely was of the autoimmune sort and though it did not 
bring her life to a speedy end, it did drastically alter it; 
for prior to the arrival of this infirmity, Charlotte had 
been a very vivacious and active young woman.  She was 
a gifted portrait painter, wrote humorous verse and had 
such a lighthearted spirit that she had acquired the 
nickname, “Carefree Charlotte.”  Now all this was gone.  
And in trying to adjust to her new reality, she often found 
herself uncharacteristically irritable. 

 At her next meeting with Dr. Milan, Charlotte 
apologized for her previous brusque manner and confided 
that since their conversation she had been troubled about 
her relationship to Christ.  She wanted to come to Christ, 
she confided, but didn’t know how.   
 “Come to Christ just as you are,” Milan instructed 
Charlotte. 
 A dozen years later, Charlotte’s brother, Henry, who 
was now the minister of St. Mary’s Church, launched a 
major project.  Being the son of an educated mother, Eling 
Venn, and the brother of four learned sisters, Henry 
realized the importance to the church of having an  
educated class of women to aid in all sorts of ministries. He 
proposed to build a girls’ school whose primary purpose 
was to educate the daughters of poor clergymen.  
 The Elliotts, always up for a challenge, were 
enthusiastic supporters of Henry’s project.  A bazaar was 
planned to raise funds and the Elliotts prayed, donated and 
pitched in in every way possible, along with other members 
of the church, to make it a success. 

 The day of the bazaar, the Elliotts literally 
bounded out of the house rushing to take up 
their appointed positions.  That is, all except 
Charlotte, who had spent a restless night and 
upon arising felt so weak and weary that she 
quickly realized that this was going to be one 

of her “bad” days.  She had been so hopeful that she would 
be able to play some useful part in this fund raising event.  
But now, having lived through so many days like this, she 
knew instantly  that her energy level was so low she would 
not be able to participate in the bazaar even as an observer. 
 Feeling downhearted and worthless, the words of 
Caesar Milan came back to her. “Charlotte, come to Jesus 
just as you are.”  To comfort herself and cope with her 
emotions, she took pen and paper and poetically wrote out 
the basis of her faith, “Just as I am without one plea but 
that Thy blood was shed for me…” 
 Later that afternoon, Henry’s wife came in to visit her 
and chat about the day’s happenings.  Happily, the bazaar 
had been as successful as they had all hoped. She noticed 
the Just As I Am poem, read it with Charlotte’s permission 
and was so genuinely moved, she asked if she might have a 
copy.  Thus, Charlotte’s sister-in-law became the first of 
the many millions who have since taken Charlotte’s words 
to heart. 
 When the Venns and the Elliotts came to Christ they 
came in faith and humility with the knowledge that their 
only plea was the atoning blood of Christ.  They also 
understood that coming to Christ meant coming with a 

Just As I Am 
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sincere desire to serve. When Charlotte came to Christ, 
she came with her heart and also with her pen.  In 1834, 
she became the editor of The Christian Remembrancer 
Pocket–Book, an annual publication, a post she held for 
twenty five years.  
 Just As I Am was first published in The Invalid’s 
Hymn Book in 1836 under the verse, “Him that cometh 
unto me I will in no wise cast out.” (John 6:37b) KJV      
 When Just As I Am became so sought after that 
copies of it began to be sold, Charlotte directed that all 
proceeds should go to the school.  The church also raised 
additional funds for St. Mary’s Hall through other money 
making  projects. 
 But as time passed, we can only imagine how 
thankful and joyful Charlotte must have felt when she 
was informed, that by God’s grace, the hymn she had 
written on the day she was too ill to assist at the bazaar 
had raised more money for St. Mary’s Hall than all the 
other fund raising endeavors combined. 
 “Tell it to your children and let their children tell it 
to their children and their children to the next 
generation.”  Joel 1:3 
Historical note:  But what of St. Mary’s Hall now?  
Over time as girls’ schools lost their popularity, St. 
Mary’s Hall, to attract students, abandoned its 
evangelical Anglican moorings and became a multi-
cultural, multi denominational school.  This year it has 
become a casualty of the current world financial crisis 
and will close its Upper School this coming September. 
 The history of the beginning, rise and decline of St. 
Mary’s Hall should serve as a reminder that though we 
can learn from, and rejoice in, the faith and 
accomplishments of “all the saints who from their labors 
rest,” in the last analysis, each generation must be 
personally responsible for the dissemination of the 
Gospel, with all this entails, to its own generation. 
 For if this fails to happen, the consequences are 
bleak. 
“After that generation had been gathered to their fathers, 
another generation grew up who knew neither the Lord 
nor what he had done for Israel.”  (Judges 2:10)  
      - Jeanne Jenkins 
 

Just as I am, without one plea, But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Just as I am, and waiting not To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Just as I am, though tossed about With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  

 
What do you do in your free 

time?  
I like to read, run, be outside, bake, nap ☺, and spend time 
with friends.  
  
Name two bands you listen to at the moment.  
Sanctus Real and Big Daddy Weave  
  
What's the big deal about text messaging?  
I don’t know.  I think it might be a fun way to keep in 
touch, but it’s a little overrated.☺ 
   
What's the silliest thing you've ever done?   
I’m not sure. Maybe a prank phone call.  Or something that 
Laura (my German exchange student) and I did when she 
was here. Yeah, we did a lot of silly things! ☺ 
 
What school do you go to?   Wilmington Christian School  
 
What's your favorite subject?  History  
   
What's your favorite food?  Anything my mom makes. 
   
If there's one thing you'd want the church to know about 

you that they might not know, what would it be?   

That I have a desire to see body of Christ united as one and 
strive to be a part of that. 
   
What keeps you coming back to youth group?  
The fellowship is great and the discussions are always very 
thought-provoking and helpful.   
  
Any prayer requests?  
My trip to Germany and getting through school and into 
college. 
 
[Amy is in Pohlheim-Holzheim, Germany (one hour from 
Frankfurt) for 7 weeks in an exchange student program 
offered by Wilmington Christian School.  She is staying 
with Laura Diehl, who worshipped with us last Fall when 
she was here as part of the same program.  Amy is the 
daughter of Dale and Cheryl Schultz and granddaughter of 
Nancy Gruetjen.] 

Interview with  

Amy Schultz 

by Joshua Knott 
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Kid’s Camp 
Morning Camp starts at 9 am until 12 noon. This is 
for age 3 to 6th grade complete. Our theme this year is 
"Goin’ on Vacation!" This week is packed full of activities 
for non-stop fun and learning.  

The children 3 years to Pre-K, will include Music 
Exploration in which they visit one place a day. The 
children will visit the Mountains, Ocean, Meadow, Rain 
Forest, and the Arctic. They will be learning music with 
these themes, making an instrument, and even a little 
theory! The morning will also include crafts, art 
projects, choir, and drama. 

The K through 6th grade will continue the theme of 
"Goin’ on Vacation" while participating in choir, hand 
chimes, painting, art projects, drama games, cake 
decorating, cartoon drawing, sculpting, and the older 
kids will even have the opportunity to work on water 
colors and learn how to sculpt a real sand castle! 

If you joined us last Music & Arts Camp, you know that 
there will never be a down moment! We will have many 
activities to encourage interest in the many areas of 
music and arts. We will close the week with a Friday 
Night Program. 

Fee for this camp is $75, which includes all materials 
and a morning snack. A partial non-refundable payment 
of $40 is due when registering and the final $35 due on 
the first day of camp. Please arrive early on the first 
day of camp to finish registration paperwork.  

 

Deadline for registration is Friday, June 12th.  

 

Corner 
  
  
M
in
is
t
r
y
 Adult Classes 

Come and learn something new this summer! Class 
descriptions are listed below. The fee is due when 
registering and is non-refundable. These classes are 
open for 7th grade to adult.  

Stain Glass  

6:30-8:00 pm Mon-Thurs, 10 persons max, Fee: $25, 
Includes materials - Learn different techniques in 
stain glass while making a special piece for yourself. 
From making a template, cutting the glass, to 
soldering the surfaces, you will be taken step by step 
to learn this beautiful art. Space is limited, so sign-up 
early! For beginners and intermediates. 

Rug Braiding for the Beginner 

6:30-8:00 pm Mon-Thurs, Fee: $25 - Braiding is a 
simple but fascinating old handcraft.  Braided rugs are 
easy to make and lovely to look at when done with skill 
and taste. They are warm and cheerful and furnish a 
use for scraps, pieces, and gently worn used clothing. 
We will be making a round chair cover using flannel 
weight wool. All supplies for the rug will be provided. 
You will need to bring some hand protection - such as 
an old leather glove.  

Beginning Handbells  

7:00-8:00 pm Mon-Thurs, Fee: $25, 12 persons max. 
If you have always wanted to try ringing bells, this is 
your opportunity.  Learn how to play and use different 
techniques in an encouraging, beginning environment. 
No experience necessary.  

Adult-Beginner Cello or Flute  

6:30-8:00 pm Mon-Thurs, Fee: $25 - Have you ever 
said, "I have always wanted 
to learn how to play 
the ...?" Well, here is your 
chance. You will learn the 
basics of playing and finish 
with a group performance! 
No experience necessary. 
Rentals are available 
through local music stores. 
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Fairmont West Virginia 
 Summer Mission Trip 

Raising $8000 
(through May 31st 4:30pm Dinner, 

service projects & a general offering on June 14th) 

To send 16 team members 
To serve single mother 

Denise Jett 

Last Year’s Team This  Year’s Team: 
Joshua Knott,  Lothar Jeromin, 
Tim Visser,  Adam Plaiss, Chris 
Brearly, James New*, Tom 
Kulesza, Tim Webster, Olivia 
Briscoe, Tori Norris, Ellen 
Huffman, Shannon Groth*, 
Claire Webster, Klayten Visser, 
Brittany Richards, Kyle 
Eastman*  
*These students are raising support in their 
own local churches, Berea, Pike Creek, and 
Cornerstone 

Please Pray for Our Team!  Put us to work 
around your house!  Loan us a van for the trip!   
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2009 
Psalm 111:10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;  

all who follow his precepts have good understanding” 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

GRADUATE SCHOOL Future Plans 
Jessica Maureen Barbour,  

granddaughter of   

Andy & Susan Barbour 

Newark High School University of Delaware this fall.  

Kyle Addison Bowers,  
son of Larry & Christine Melvin 

Wilmington Christian  

School 

University of Delaware this fall. 

Ellen Joy Huffman,  
daughter of Barry & Amy Huffman  

Mt. Pleasant High 

School 

Washington College this fall to 

study theater.  

Joy Arielle Lasher,  
daughter of Bob & Vicki Lasher 

Newark High School Elizabethtown College this fall. 

COLLEGE GRADUATES 
GRADUATE DEGREE EARNED AND FUTURE PLANS 

Brandon William Farquhar,  
son of Brian & Connie Farquhar 

Master of Divinity, Covenant Seminary.  Seeking a 

position as a campus minister with RUF. 

Shannon Alicia Farquhar,  
daughter of  

Brian & Connie Farquhar 

A.S. Nursing, Cecil Community College.  Plans to work as 

a registered nurse until her wedding in September. 

Oliver Max Jeromin,  
son of Lothar & Heidi Jeromin 

Ph.D. Electrical Engineering, University of New  

Mexico, Albuquerque.  Continue his employment at 

Sandia National Laboratory in Albuquerque. 

Alexander Christian Lasher, 
son of Bob & Vicki Lasher 

Associate of Fine Arts, Delaware College of Art and 

Design.  Plans to attend Maryland Institute College of 

Art in Baltimore, MD. 

Monica Sawaya,  
daughter of John & Cynthia Sawaya 

Virginia Tech, B.S. in Marketing Management.    

Employed with Life Time Fitness in Sterling, VA. 

Runcie V. Tatnall,  
son of Dave & Sue Tatnall 

Master of Fine Arts, University of Miami. Hopes to teach 

art at a college and do freelance art. 

Meggen Marie Briscoe,  
daughter of  Scott & Kim Briscoe 

Doctor of Chiropractic Degree, Life University.   

Continue to pursue career as a chiropractor with    

future plans to someday have her own practice.  

Patricia Leanne Brearly,  

daughter of Wayne & Judy Brearly 

B.S. Health Promotions & Psychology minor, Liberty 

University.  Working in the Student Clinic at Liberty and 

at the Red Cross in Lynchburg, VA. 

Timothy Wayne Brearly,  

son of Wayne & Judy Brearly 

M.A. Counseling, University of Delaware.  Seeking 

employment in personal counseling in higher 

education. 
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2009-2010 WIC COUNCIL 

President     Ande Thomas* 

Vice President   Kami Visser* 

2nd Vice President Mary Nairn* 

Secretary Melanie Vinson* 

Treasurer Kirsten Byrne* 

Core Group Advisor   Erin Knott 

Missions Liaison Jill White 

Missions Coordinator   Jen Rippon 

Nursery   Lee Albright 

Decorations    Roberta Smethurst 

Attendance & Name Tags   Bonnie Miller 

Enfolding Vanessa Gallaher 

Music Stephanie DeMond 

Assistant Treasurer   Vanessa Gallaher 

Hospitality To be determined 

*Were installed as officers at the AM service on May 17. 

Please be in prayer for the new Council! 

Thank you! 

Thank you to all your support and effort in inviting 
friends to the Kangho Lee concert in May!  We had over 
300 people in attendance, and we really appreciate it. 

      - Benjamin Harding 

This is a test to see if you are reading the Grapevine! 

If you are, and you’d like to be on a team for Wednesday Family 
Night dinners beginning on September 9, please contact Kathy 
Wargo, kathywargo@aol.com or 302-235-1885.  It’s a once a 
month commitment...you get a free meal...and it really is fun! 

Now, for those who are reading but don’t want to be on a team, 
you can always feel free to contact me to make suggestions of 
things you’d like to see in the Grapevine! 
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Upcoming Events in the Children’s Ministry for 
Summer 2009 

Monday-Friday, June 22-26th Music and Arts Camp   
This year’s theme: Goin’ On Vacation!  There are classes 
for kids in the morning and adults in the evening with a 
Closing Program on Friday night.  Make plans to join us!  
Deadline to sign up is Friday, June 12.  If you are 
interested in helping, please see or email Debbie Freer. 

Monday-Friday, July 27-31st Vacation Bible School.  This 
summer’s theme is Crocodile Dock-Where Fearless Kids 
Shine God’s Light!  Sign-ups begin online next week.   

Irene Botbyl playing 
at her first recital on 

May 1. 

Will Guckenberger 
received the 

Raymond T. Metts, 
Jr. Memorial Award 
for “Special needs 

students who 
demonstrate 
exceptional 

responsibility, self 
discipline, respect 
for others, and a 

willingness to 
learn.” 

The Jr. High Girl's Choir, with Marji Harding 
directing, sang to the children's choir and their 

parents. 

Sam Freer playing at 
his first recital on 

May 1. 

Thanks to all the men who 
helped put the mulch under 

the playground! 

Julia Rose 
accompanying her 
sister, Abby, as she 
sings "Thy Word.” 

Brandan Leauby playing our 
hymn of the month, "Crown 
Him With Many Crowns.” Thanks to the 

Marks girls for 
handing out 

carnations on 
Mother’s Day. 

Rev. Jim Powell came 
to visit and talk to the 
children about Happy 
Life Children's Home 
in Kenya, Africa.  It 
was exciting to hear 

about the new 
orphanage being built 
and the children who 

have been 
adopted.  The kids 

even had the 
opportunity to eat a 
typical meal at the 

orphanage - beans and 
rice! 

The children cheering on 
their cars at the "Shape and 

Race" on Wed, 5/20.  T
h
e 
w
in
n
er
s 
fo
r 
th
e 
fa
st
es
t 

ca
rs
! 

Winners – Younger Age: 
1st Place-Irene Botbyl, 2nd 
Place-Matt Guckenberger, 
3rd Place-Christiana 
Melvin.  
Older Children: 1st Place-
Wesley Visser, 2nd Place-
Claudia Glover, 3rd Place-
Margaret Botbyl  
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EP Family Birthdays—June 2009 

- CHURCH NEWS - 
BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dave and Jill White praise the Lord for the birth of 

their sixth grandchild. Micah Joseph Marcus was 

born to Adam and Elizabeth Marcus on April 26.  He 

is welcomed home by his big sister, Ella. 

 

Lothar and Heidi Jeromin thank the Lord for their 

seventh grandchild. Elsa Joy Jeromin was born to 

Oliver and Summer Jeromin on May 2 in 

Albuquerque, NM.  Elsa weighed 7LBS, 15OZ, and was 

21" long.  Her big sister Heidi welcomed her home.  

 
SYMPATHY 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to:  

• Melanie Cole on the death of her mother. 

• Cheri Van Ness on the death of her father, Pete 

Rihl, on May 7. 

• Cathy Taylor and her family on the death of her 

mother, Elizabeth (Betty) Detwiler, on May 11. 

 

WEDDING 
Steve and Linda Kay announce the wedding of their 

daughter, Jessica, to Mr. Scott Weber.  The ceremony 

was held at EP on Friday, May 29.   

 

Childcare Need  
The Botbyl family is looking for someone(s) who would 

be willing to care for Margaret and Irene in the 

afternoons during the weeks of EP Fine Arts Camp 

(June 22-26) and VBS (July 27-31) as Kevin and Cheryl 

both work full-time.  The need is for someone to take 

them home (either to the Botbyl home or to their 

home) for the afternoon until Cheryl would be able to 

be home or pick them up at around 5 PM each day.  

They are willing to pay someone to do this.  

 If you can help them with this need, please 

contact them as soon as possible:  (302) 369-5972.  

Even if you can only be available for part of the time, 

please contact them.  

 1 2 3 4 5 
Andre Tobing 

6 
Anne Sayers 

7 
Rick Cooley 
Matt Guckenberger 
Cheri VanNess 

8 
Kevin Freer 

9 
Don Gray 
Grace Hite 
Bev Sanford 
Daniel Schultz 

10 
Nikki Musselmann 
Beth Veenema 

11 
Claire Webster 

12 
Ben Cooley 
Wally Eisenhauer 

13 
David Brearly 

14 15 16 
Howard Guthrie 
Jenna Halley 
Dave White 

17 18 
Vanessa Gallaher 
Caitlyn 
Puffinburger 
Hannah Vinson 

19 
Betty Hilbert 
Roberta Scott 

20 
Steve Leauby 

21 
Ruth Bishop 

22 
Madison 
Cossaboom 

23 
Don Mutter 

24 
Lois Niekamp 

25 
Linda Clifton 
Karen Glover 
Gordon Mallary 

26 
Daniel Roche 

27 
Scott Connell 
Melissa Sawaya 

28 29 
Ralph Watts 

30 
Dawn Ellis 
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June 2009 

1 Rob & Dawn Ellis 
2 Bob Ellis 
3 Robert Ellis 
4 Bob English 
5 Bob Erickson 
6 James & Doris Farny 
7 Brian & Connie Farquhar, 

Shannon, Bradley, Brenton, 
Shelby, Bronson, Sacha, 
Bryton, Brycen 

8 Evelyn Faunce 
9 Jim & Joan Finlay 
10 Madeleine Frame 

11 Carl & Anne Frederick, 
Abigail 

12 Kevin & Debbie Freer, 
Micah, Sam, Seth 

13 Scott & Vanessa Gallaher, 
Victoria, Elijah, Zachariah, 
Josiah 

14 Ginny Geiger 
15 Norm & Irene Gerri 
16 Peter & Karen Glover, 

Claudia, Lydia 
17 Elsie Godwin 
18 Mary Ellen Gove 

19 Ralph & Lena Graham 
20 Bob Graham 
21 Tom & Maureen Graham 
22 Don & Gail Gray, Andrew 
23 Lowell & Jean Gray 
24 Rick & Wendy Gray, Grant, 

Aidan, Chase 
25 LeRoy & Bonnie Greer 
26 Amy Griffin 
27 David Griffin 
28 Dot Griffin 
29 Dick & Betty Grohs 
30 Toni Gross, Billy 


