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By Rev. James L. Harvey III

March 2009

Carpe Diem

Easter will be on April 12 this year. Every year
during the Easter season, Christians often have more
opportunities to share their faith.  People are
thinking more about Jesus. Major media outlets run
specials on Christianity. Church attendance spikes.
All of this means that we are likely to have windows
of opportunity to discuss our faith. However, it can
seem awkward to share our faith. People have
questions that we may not be able to answer. Plus,
where will the conversation go? What if the people
have personal problems too! There is so much to say,
so little time, so many issues. Recognizing the
opportunities and challenges before us, I ask you to
prayerfully consider your participation in an
evangelism training seminar which will be led by
Pastor Knott on March 21 from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m.
The seminar will train you to use the Christianity
Explored (CE) curriculum. What is CE and why
should you learn to use it!

The Christianity Explored website
(www.christianityexplored.org) says that it “is an
informal course for people who'd like to investigate
Christianity, or just brush up on the basics. It
explores who Jesus was, what His aims were, and what
it means to follow Him. You won’t be asked to pray,
sing or read aloud, and you can ask any questions you
like. Or, if you prefer, you can just come along and
listen.” Adaptable to almost any setting, CE uses
brief DVD presentations to present the teaching of
Jesus from Mark’s gospel in a clear, biblical,
whimsical and relevant style. After viewing the DVD
clip, there is a chance to discuss the material openly.
Here is where the training comes into play. The

essence of facilitating these discussions is learning to
listen well, then respond appropriately. The training
will focus on both how to listen and how to respond.
(As Steve Smallman reminded us recently, it is ironic
that much of our failure in witnessing is a failure in
listening.) Using a DVD presentation is a great
advantage. Rather than being forced to respond to all
the issues that are in play when someone is considering
the truth of Jesus’ claims, you are able to come
alongside them and listen as they process the
information presented to them.

We should learn to use CE because it provides an
opportunity for us to give a clear, loving and thorough
presentation of Christ to our friends and neighbors.
The format is such that by the end of the course people
have both heard the gospel and grown closer to those
who joined them for the course. This approach is
effective. A core of folks from EP is already eager to
begin this training. Will you join them? We have great
potential as a church to reach the greater Newark
community for Christ. Our part is to pray and step out
in faith. The results are up to God Himself. But in the
process we worship Him and bring glory to His Name.

We will take a few minutes to share the opening
video for CE on March 15 at the congregational dinner
that afternoon. But, you do not have to wait to sign
up. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. There is a
materials fee of $5. You can also email Pastor Knott or
visit www.christianityexplored.org. Carpe Diem! You

will be glad that you did.

- Pastor Jay
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Registration Deadline is 3/22/2009

Cost: $10.00 — includes morning refreshments

“One-Anothering: Linking our Lives and lunch.

in Christian Community**
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Saturday, March 28, 2009
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Mail a check payable to Heritage PresWIC to:
Becky Herr, 4309 Christiana Meadows,
Bear, DE 19701

You are also invited to join us on Friday,
March 27, for a dessert open house with
Denise Richardson at the home of Kathy
Wargo, 4 Karrington Drive, Newark, from
7-9 p.m. Enjoy this time to catch up with
Denise!

2 = # I\%“\ — :
42 kids came to see
the Mad Science
program during the
Winter Bible

"Thermal" Tracy
helped Clara

Melvin make her

superball

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make
your paths straight.”

Proverbs 3:5-6

Conference

“PURCHASED FOR

Hi1Ss PURPOSE?”
2009 THEME

March 7 Women’s “Day Apart” Retreat
at EP—"AIl Terrain Trusting”

March 15 Covered Dish Dinner with
Children’s Ministry Focus

March 21 “Christianity Explored”
Seminar, 9-11:30 a.m.

March 28 PresWIC at GRPC with Denise
Richardson

Yes, we are going to Mt. Vernon.

The minimum number of people signhed up so we are
committed to the Mount Vernon bus trip on

Saturday, April 11,

Reward Prize Drawing: For those who paid by January 31, there
will be a reward drawing on the bus on the way to Mt. Vernon.

Bus Contest: There is also a contest with a nice prize. Check out
the FoFeFu Bulletin Board for details. If you’re on the bus, you
could be a winner!

It’s not too late to sign up.

You can still get in on the fun. We have a few empty seats which
will be filled by the time we leave but don’t delay. Reservations
will be on a first paid basis.
$75 pp includes entrance fee, deluxe motor coach transportation with video

and restroom facilities, taxes, tips, gas surcharge and dinner on the way

home. Make checks payable to Geri Dorman and deposit them in the FoFeFu
mail box in the office. Come join the fun!

Join in on the Food, Fun & Fellowship!!
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Mark and Anne Auffarth Santiago, Chile
Summer is over and all of the fall programs are starting
up. The church plans to expand a marriage ministry that
was quite successful last year. They have been encouraged
by a number of marriages that have been helped but there
are still many marriages that are in trouble. Mark has a
major item for prayer. The young people’s group has all
but disappeared. They are in the process of finding a
youth worker that will dedicate a great deal of time to this
ministry. Pray that the right person will be found. The
family is doing well. Sammy will soon be going to the
U.S. and will be living in Gainesville, GA with other
family members until he starts college in August.
Where he goes to college will depend on
scholarships, etc. Pray that the Lord will provide
the finances and watch over Sammy.

Dave and Jan Kiewiet  Brisbane, Australia
The Westminster Presbyterian Church,
Queensland Presbytery, voted to finish their
working relationship with the Queensland Theological
College. In light of this decision, the Kiewiets have been
encouraged to pursue church planting once again. A year
ago they were approached to plant a church outside of
Brisbane but declined because of their involvement with
the college. The Lord has confirmed that this is the
direction in which they should go. They are now living in
Toowoomba, about 130 kilometers west of Brisbane, and
have been meeting with couples interested in this effort.
Most of the families are young adults just beginning their
families. Dave and Jan are encouraged by their spiritual
maturity and devotion to the Lord. They started with two
families and the Lord has added six more. They gather for
a worship time and a meal in the Kiewiet’s home on
Sunday afternoons. They feel that they should not make a
public announcement about the church unless the Lord
gives them at least fifty people. They searched for an
adequate rental home for six weeks and were discouraged
because when they went to inspect a home, four or five
families were there as well. They specifically asked the
Lord to take up their cause. The next morning, a realtor
they had never met, called and asked if they would be
interested in renting a house that had not yet been
advertised. It met every need they had prayed about and
was even much nicer.

Jarrett and Hillary Allebach Hartford, CT
The Allebachs have had a busy winter but have had more
time at home recently. Hillary is counseling from home and
has four clients she is currently working with. Jarrett has
moved his office home while the church relocates their
offices. They praise the Lord that their finances for the year
have been pledged. They have made progress on their house
in preparation for the new baby. God is raising up leaders
for the community groups. Pray for Jarrett as he heads up a
youth retreat involving teenagers from Christ Community
Church and six sister churches. Pray that God would
provide a better facility for the Sunday worship service.
They are in need of larger space and are at the
limits in terms of people they can accommodate.
Pray for good time management as their schedules
are full. Pray for wisdom in managing finances
with a new addition to the family coming in the
near future.

Regional West Africa Summit
Crossroads Presbyterian Church, Middletown
March 27-28, 2009

The purpose of the Summit is to bring a ‘taste’ of the MTW
Global Missions Conference to our presbytery and to
highlight the ministry in West Africa in particular. Churches
are being encouraged to send representatives who have
involvement in missions to be encouraged in their work and
to hear more about the MTW’s partnership model of
ministry. The plenary speaker on Friday and Saturday will be
Dr. Richard Pratt. Along with Dr. Pratt, the partnership is
bringing in several W. African pastors, representing three
separate countries, who will be providing an overview of
their work and how churches can get behind their work.
Ministry to Children: A special “Children and Missions”
program will run concurrent for children 5 and up. Nursery
will be provided for children under 5.

Summit Registrations For more information visit
www.westafricapartnership.com. Registration for the West
Africa Summit is free, but space is limited so please register
by emailing the summit administrator at
ministry@crossroadsfamily.com. Please include the following
information: Name, Church Name, Address, Phone, and
Names and Ages of children who will be attending our
“Children and Missions” program. Also indicate if you will

be eating lunch with us. Questions, call (302) 378-6235.
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What does it mean to have a
gospel driven youth ministry On the largest
level, it begins and ends with love. Many leave
youth ministry to the younger adults in the
congregation, to the detriment of the youth, as
though something more than loving engagement was
required. Can you love someone! Welcome to ministry!
Can you love someone enough to speak truth to them,
listen to them, get to know them? Welcome to ministry!
Can you take the extra steps needed to become like a
missionary in foreign culture? Welcome to youth ministry!
More specifically, gospel-driven youth ministry will look
remarkably different than today's youth ministry culture.
Fantastic events, amazing concerts, a rock band, fun fun
fun,...this is mere smoke-screen spirituality. Many youth
ministries are music driven, many others are event driven,
others are "fun" driven. A youth ministry may be gospel-
driven and have these things, but many who have these
things are driven by these things. And, as the old aphorism
goes, "what you win people with, you win them to."
Gospel-driven youth ministry, first and foremost, is an
unapologetically Word-based ministry. It hinges on God's
established means of grace and cares not to try and invent
new ones. This means we spend time in God's Word
together, exploring it, discussing it, applying it. Currently
we're looking at Jesus as King and what His kingdom looks
like in the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 5-7's kingdom
culture is a far cry from the culture of your average junior
high or high school. His calls to repentance and faith are
far more radical than what their authority figures often have
the courage to lovingly challenge them with. We just
finished talking about being agents of mercy and
experiencing the blessedness and blessing of God in
showing mercy to us through Jesus Christ. This Spring
we're taking a group to Kerith Farm in Orange County, VA
for our first ever (ok, in the past 3 years) EP-only Spring
retreat. This Summer we're headed to Fairmont.
Gospel-driven youth ministry will also drive us to take
the timeless truths of Scripture and apply them
appropriately to different kinds of people. Here's where our
youth ministry at EP needs to grow. There is a world of
difference between Junior and Senior High. Oh yes, we can
play soccer together, rock band together, and worship
together, but the differences in how each group responds to
God's Word are too significant to not be reflected in the
ministry itself. For years now, Jr. and Sr. High have been
combined in both Sunday school & Youth Group. This
needs to change for the sake of both. Sunday school,
thanks to Bill & Michelle Visser and Dale & Cheryl
Schultz, has already split up. Wednesday nights are all that

remain.

My vision for Wednesday nights is to have a group of
Jr. and Sr. High who worship together, game together, and
are ministered to by God's Word from godly leaders, in
separate groups. Consider this Phase 1. As the Lord
blesses, the groups will be large enough to merit their own
separate game time and worship times (Phase 2). The only
thing keeping us from implementing Phase 1 right now is
leadership. And here is where the youth of this church
need you to pray that God would raise up leaders to
commit, as of this Fall, to serving a one to two year term as
youth leaders. Your age is not your greatest obstacle,
although your health might be a concern. Your schedule
may be formidable as well, but many things can be shifted
around. Your greatest obstacle is a spiritual one.

Are you committed to growing in the means of grace
God has for you (corporate worship, private worship)? If
not, youth ministry will be a great act of hypocrisy because
the end goal of youth ministry is nothing other than the
great commission (making disciples) and disciples are
those whose chief priorities are worship (public and
private) and then making disciples who worship (and so
on). My role as a youth leader over youth leaders is much
more pastoral (how are you doing) than "professorial" (here's
what to do), although there's plenty of both in leaders’
meetings. My point is, we need spiritually healthy adults
from all walks of life, and nothing less will suffice.

Spiritual life aside, youth ministry is a remarkably easy
thing. You must love someone enough to talk to them
about who they are, and about who Christ is. Are you
intimidated by not knowing what to say? That's where, on
a macro-level, the Holy Spirit is constantly at work, and on
a micro-level where I intend to equip leaders to serve. As
look towards the Fall, I'll continue to lead the Sr. High in
terms of teaching, and work with a Jr. High team to find
appropriate and excellent materials for the Jr. High. (Oh
yes, you do need to be free to come on Wednesday nights).

[ already have a number of folks I'm praying for, whom
I hope will come alongside our existing group to improve
upon our solid foundation. I'm not telling you who they
are because you might be someone I've not thought of,
spoken to, or directly prayed for, whom the Spirit is
leading, and who is longing to grow in their ability as a
disciple of Jesus to make disciples. To make it easier to
pray for a surplus of leadership and for our youth, I'd like
to profile some of our young people over the next year.
Each month you'll find an interview with one of our Jr. or
Sr. High so you can get to know them, pray for them, and
keep this vital aspect of discipleship at EP before the Lord
in prayer. In Him, Joshua Knott
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What do you do in
your free time?
During the week days,
I'll spend time playing
a video game with my

Interview with

Tori Norris
by Joshua Knott

sister and if it's warm out, I'll walk my dogs after
school. On the weekends I try and go to Main
Street, Newark, with some of my friends.

Name two bands you listen to at the moment.
Coldplay & Shiny Toy Guns

What's the big deal about text messaging?
I'm not really sure. I use it for quick things like
telling someone when to meet me or asking what
the homework was because I don't want to get side
tracked and spend an hour talking.

What's the silliest thing you've ever done?
I don't know but recently, I can think of some
pranks I helped pull on my German teacher. They
were pretty good, especially the one involving a
huge, fake snake.

What school do you go to?
Wilmington Christian School

What's your favorite subject? German or Music

What's your favorite food? Right now, Sushi

If there's one thing you'd want the church to know about you

that they might not know, what would it be?

Well, I really want a Dalmatian. I guess the reason is that I
never see any around Newark so [ decided I'd get one and
be the only person I know who has a Dalmatian. That'd be
pretty cool in my book.

What keeps you coming back to youth group?

I'd have to say the best thing is that it's on Wednesday and
it's like a 2-3 hour mini retreat from everything that's
happening in the week and from school and home. I can
just go and hang out with a bunch of people that care
about God, care about what's happening in my life, and
love having fun. In the middle of my week, those are top
priorities.

Any prayer requests?

Yes. As always, I would like prayer that my parents can sell
their business in Baltimore and get a daycare business
closer, maybe even at one of the Newark area Goddard
Preschools. Second, that I would be '
able to trust God to get me through
high school at the top of my game, with
the best grades I can achieve and help
me decide on the best college & career
path because right now, I have no clue!

Session Co

We began our February 9 Session meeting together with the
Deaconate as Pastor Harvey opened in prayer and led a
devotional from Ephesians 4:1-16. Pastor Jay exhorted each of us
to re-evaluate what is truly important in this uncertain world, and
to “live a life worthy of the calling we have received.” As leaders
in the church and in our homes, Jay encouraged us to be actively
leading our wives and our children, preparing them for works of
service... so that together we all may be built up and realize the
whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

Using scripture and sections of the Westminster Catechism,
Pastor Jay reminded us that both prayer and proper preparation
for worship are necessary in order to fully receive the blessings
that God has for us. Indeed, prayer and preparation will deepen
our worship experience, enhance its benefits to us, and please the
Father.

Following this combined meeting, Elders and Deacons held
their regular monthly meetings separately. Elder Dennis Dietrich
opened our Session meeting in prayer. After approving the
docket and minutes from previous meetings, various reports were
presented:

Presbytery - Elder Doug Pollock reported on EP’s participation
at our most recent Presbytery meeting where three men were
approved for licensure. As is often the case, this meeting was
encouraging on both a corporate and personal level.

Shepherding - Elder Bill Vinson reviewed a proposal from the
committee to reassign a few families to active Elders to maintain

mmunicator

full accountability of our flock.
Missions - Elder David Rose expressed his desire for strong
leadership from Session in planning and executing this vital
ministry of our church. David reminded us that the heartbeat
of the church is missions, and strong leadership is vital.
Music - Benjamin Harding gave an overview of the activities
and plans for EP’s Music Ministry as we continue to be
intentional about using music to reach our community. Again
this year in preparation for Easter, Chancel Choir will welcome
singers who wish to join for the Lenten season. Benjamin also
reviewed plans for an upcoming EP Concert Series that is
expected to have great community appeal. Lastly, he reviewed
ideas on adjusting the size and layout of our bulletins to better
facilitate worship.
Finance - Elder Bruce Cole informed Session that financially,
we ended 2008 well; and January was also a good giving month.
However, there are strong signs that 2009 will be a challenging
year and we must all remain diligent in our stewardship -
especially with the uncertainties in the U.S. economy.
Administration - Elder Dennis Dietrich reported that the
committee is nearing completion of a new EP Employee Policy
Manual. In addition, Elder Dietrich reminded us that March is
EP Officer nomination month. Please begin praying now for
those whom God may be calling to serve as Elder or Deacon.
Elder Doug Pollock closed the meeting in prayer.

- Rob Ellis for the Session
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A recent WHYY National Public Radio broadcast
featured a young woman reading an essay she had
previously read to a church group describing how her
experiences as a frequent Amtrak commuter traveling
between Washington D.C. and New York City had
literally turned her life upside down.

A quiet person by nature, when she began her
commuting life, her habits were as follows: She would
board the train and search out a totally empty seat as near
the back of the coach as possible. Once seated, she would
immediately take out some papers on which to work or a
book and begin reading, thus making it obvious to anyone
nearby that she did not want to be disturbed. Upon
reaching her destination, she would leave the coach as
quickly and quietly as she had arrived, exit the train and
go about her business.

However, many of the other passengers who shared
this young woman’s Amtrak journeys were not silent
types. Some carried on lengthy conversations with

for a short while life was indeed blissful. She could read or
work away to her heart’s content without anyone bothering
her in any way. But gradually over time she began to notice
that the “Quiet Car” was having a profoundly negative effect
on her.

From time to time some poor soul would inadvertently
wander into the car, sit down and offer a cheery, “Good
Morning” to his or her seatmate. This harmless remark
would be met by exceedingly disdainful looks from the
“Quiet Car” regulars. Fingers would point to the signs
bearing silent coach protocol and often a sinister sounding
sotto voce whisper from the offended seatmate would
follow, “This is the quiet car. No talking!”

Hearing this, the guilty party would whisper, “I'm
sorry” then either sit in stony silence or exit the coach.
Either way the worshipers of quiet would exchange
triumphant glances happy in the knowledge that an inferior

species had been dealt with successfully and their
kingdom was once again secure.

Witnessing these exchanges involving

friends or seat mates. Others chatted on cell phones
or tapped away on computers. Still others chose to unsuspecting people who had innocently wandered

indulge in personal grooming including clipping
their fingernails!

This cacophony of muffled voices, clicks, pings
and assorted cell phone ring tones, the young woman had
found quite annoying. However, what really pushed her
over the edge was what she perceived to be her fellow
passengers’ attitudes toward all these activities. True, no
one was raising his or her voice or being boisterous but
didn’t these noise makers realize they were acting in a rude
and inconsiderate fashion toward those like herself who
had paid good money to be on this train and just wanted
to ride along in a peaceful quiet atmosphere. Was her
desire for a little peace and quiet too much to ask?

She thought not. She dashed off a carefully
constructed letter to Amtrak outlining her concerns and
asking if it would be possible for one coach on the train to
be designated the “Quiet Car” with signs posted advising
that those who chose to ride in this coach were requested
not to engage in any type of activities that created noise.
And since apparently Amtrak had received similar
complaints from other passengers concerning noise, the
“Quiet Car” came into being.

With a spring in her step and a light heart the young
woman joined the readers, writers, crossword puzzlers and
bring your own pillow snoozers in the “Quiet Car.” And

into her inner sanctum shook the young woman to

her core. Previously she had believed that quiet

folks such as herself were the good guys and noisy
types the inconsiderate bad ones. Yet, what she was
observing was quiet people acting in a decidedly
inconsiderate fashion. In fact, even more inconsiderate
than the noisy types she had previously found so rude, for
though she had been annoyed by their behavior never had
she been publicly embarrassed by them. With each incident
it became more and more clear to her that those in the
“Quiet Car” were moving beyond merely preferring quiet to
becoming obsessed by it.

She began to examine her own thought processes. She
had to admit that she found clipping your fingernails in
public unsavory but which was the worst offense: a breach of
etiquette or having a smug, oh so superior condescending
attitude toward others.

The answer was obvious. So, duly chastened she not
only left the “Quiet Car” but rejoined the noisy people with
a new attitude. When she travels now, by whatever form of
public transportation, she reads a book or works on papers if
she feels inclined. But she also has had many happy
conversations with all sorts of people to whom she would
not in her former mindset have even deigned to speak.

When we read the accounts of Jesus’ teaching ministry
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we cannot fail to be impressed with how often and how
seriously He dealt with our attitudes and actions toward
others. When the Pharisees, those supreme makers of lists
which defined good and evil, challenged Him about His
pronouncements, He silenced them with, “Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and all your soul and with all
your mind. Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew
22:37,39)

When they deviated from this true meaning of God’s
law, He sternly reprimanded them. But on other
occasions He dealt with them in a loving and patient
He welcomed Nicodemus, a Pharisee and
member of the Jewish ruling council, when he came to
Him at night. He answered Nicodemus’ questions and
patiently led him toward an understanding of spiritual
rebirth.

When invited by a Pharisee to his home for dinner,
Jesus accepted. Luke 7:36-50 gives an account of this
anything but ordinary meal suddenly interrupted by a
decidedly uninvited guest.

As all were reclining at the meal, a local woman
known to those present as one who had led a sinful life
entered the house. She came up behind Jesus and began
weeping, washing His feet with her tears and drying them
with her hair. She then proceeded to kiss His feet and
anoint them with expensive perfumed oil.

Needless to say, the Pharisee and his other guests

manner.

were quite taken aback by this woman’s actions as well as
Jesus’ calm demeanor. The Pharisee attributed Jesus’ lack
of revulsion at this woman’s bizarre behavior to a lack of
knowledge. “If this man were a prophet, He would know
who is touching Him and what kind of woman she is—that
she is a sinner,” he mumbled to himself.

Jesus’ response came quickly. He even addressed the
Pharisee by name, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”

“Tell me teacher,” the Pharisee answered. He and his
guests waited anxiously to see what great theological
pronouncement Jesus would make. How surprised they

all must have been when what came out of Jesus’ mouth was
just a little story, the type one might tell to
children.

“Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One
owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. Neither
of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the
debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?!”

Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger
debt cancelled.”

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. (Luke 7:41-43)

Well, so far, so good, but now for the hard part. Jesus
began contrasting the actions of the woman with those of
Simon, His host, and in this litany of contrasts Simon came
up sadly lacking. He had given Jesus no water to wash His
feet, the woman had washed Jesus’ feet with her tears. He
had given Jesus no kiss, the woman had kissed Jesus’ tear
washed feet. He had poured no oil on Jesus’ head, the
woman had poured perfume on His feet. Thus, the woman
had loved much whereas the Pharisee had loved so little that
he had not even extended to Jesus the traditional middle
eastern courtesies afforded an honored guest.

Jesus’ final words to the Pharisee were, “Therefore, 1
tell you her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved
much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.”
(Luke 7:47) His parting words to the woman were, “Your
sins are forgiven. Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”
(Luke 7:48, 50)

Two incidents, two thousand years apart but with a
similar message: When judging the actions of others first
look not only to your own mental attitudes but to your
actions as well, for Christ spoke to the Pharisee not simply
about his thoughts but also about his lack of deeds. The
young woman not only left the “Quiet Car” but also became
much friendlier and less judgmental of others. Sadly, we
have no knowledge of what the Pharisee did following
Christ’s departure.

- Jeanne Jenkins

DID YOU GO TO THE EP SQUARE DANCE?

If not, you missed out on a lot of fun with 125 people who all seemed to have a great time! Just ask Marie Dale, Wes Clayton, Dave
and Sue Tatnall, Kevin and Cheryl Botbyl, or Ed and Roberta Scott!! Or ask Tabitha and Jacob Harvey, Meredith Byrne, Grahame
Bobo, Irene Botbyl, or Nancy Meyerhoff! It was fun for the whole family!!
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Preparing Ourselves For Worship

Luke 10:38-42 “Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a
village. And a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house.
And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and
listened to his teaching. But Martha was distracted with much
serving. And she went up to him and said, ‘Lord, do you not care that
my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But
the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled
about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the
good portion, which will not be taken away from her (ESV)."

How do you prepare yourself for worship? Try though we might,
Saturday nights are often "hit and miss." Students take a modest stab
at homework so they won't have to stress all day Sunday about
Monday's test. Families who reunite after a long work week are
enjoying their time with one another. That night the dishes are being
done, meals readied for the next day, clothes set out. You might even
check out the website to see what hymns we're singing or remind
yourself where we're at in Romans. Another article could be written
on Saturday night's preparation for worship, but how do you prepare
yourself on Sunday morning for Sunday morning worship?

On Sunday morning, | figure there are many different ways to
approach worship, and the beauty of God's grace is that any of us
wind up worshipping the same Savior in the same room. One
approach is the Martha approach, which is to say, the stressed-out
one. No matter how well planned their morning, Sunday still stresses
the Marthas out. Make-up needs, children's needs, spouse's needs,
medications, breakfasts, commutes, ministry obligations, nursery
duty, etc., are all unshakable weekly realities. The Marthas aren't
preparing for worship, they are vacillating between barely surviving
and completely despairing that they might not make it out the door.

Another common approach is the "consumerist' approach.
There are degrees of consumerism, and no biblical character who
epitomizes those traits, so forgive the following gross and offensive
caricature that is largely based on my past. Consumers get up
leisurely and enjoy their morning routine. There's the 1950s variation
(PJs with newspaper, coffee, breakfast) and its more recent
counterpart (PJs with cnn.com, starbucks & toaster strudels).
Consumers perpetually fight a feeling of entitlement to a leisurely
Sunday morning. At its worst, consumers aren't preparing for
worship, but to consume a "spiritual" product in their "spiritual" PJs.
At its best, these are sincere believers committed to the Lord Jesus,
who worship at a church in which they never quite feel like they are a
part of. For a longest time, as | worshipped in other churches, | was
looking for something more from worship and believed the solution
came by asking "how can the worship of the church change?" and not
by asking "how ought | to be preparing myself for worship that God
might change me?”

The third approach to worship is the Mary approach. These
folks eat breakfast, but they're thinking about feasting upon God's
Word. They get the kids ready, not for "church," but for an encounter
with Christ. They help those around them prepare for worship by
serving them and listening to them. Oh yes, there's stress. Oh yes,
there's a latent consumer mentality. But there's also a faith in
corporate worship as a spiritual event that requires some internal

spiritual preparation. You'll find the Marys setting apart what time they
can, and making sacrifices to "meet with Jesus" before they "meet with
Jesus." All of us desire to be like Mary and all of us at times fall short of
the blessing she found at the feet of her Lord.

So, practically, how do we do prepare for Sunday morning worship
on Sunday morning? My goal in writing this article is to commend a
means of preparation, a transformational process, a transformational
time, whereby | continue to personally experience and see in others a
shift from Martha-ism & consumer-ism into Mary-ism. It's called Sunday
school.

| don't like the term. To me Sunday "school" speaks of dunce
caps and a ministry that's drifted too far from its historical roots in
England to merit the same name. | also think that at EP, it's an
increasingly paltry term to describe what happens. | say "increasingly"
because I've been one of a number of folks reintroducing other biblical
priorities into the Sunday school time. Priorities like fellowship,
hospitality, mission and discipleship are marks of mature Christians but
historically (and | praise God for this legacy) the strength of Sunday
school has only been the latter. As we move into the spring Il be
gathering and training a team of leaders and teachers to re-introduce
these priorities into every Sunday school class even as many are doing
SO NOW.

Nevertheless, my main exhortation for Sunday school is not
"pecause it's changing."  Again, this "salesmanship" caters to
consumers and further burdens the Marthas. My main exhortation to
come to Sunday school is not because it is changing, but because you
change when you make it a priority. The "Marthas" find a respite where
their kids are taken care of, where they can meet and mingle, and where
they can begin to shift gears from surviving worship to having their
hearts prepared for worship as God's Word is taught and discussed with
God's people. The consumers find a challenge to their self-discipline
and their faith as they habitually relinquish their grip on Sunday as a day
centered around them and move towards one centered around Christ
and His word with His people.

"Ah, but pastor, Jesus said the Sabbath was created for us and
not us for the Sabbath." True, but you were created to worship God and
fellowship with Him where He is to be found, in His Word, with His
people. Don't tell me the secret to your own spiritual growth on Sunday
is studying the Bible less, preparing for worship less, spending time
getting to know folks less, welcoming visitors less, serving other people
less, sleeping in more and then expecting spiritual fireworks between
10:45 & 12. That's just wrong.

Now, | can't Biblically command you to come to Sunday school.
There are many commands in Scripture, but this is not one of them.
Corporate worship, however, is a command. I'm personally convinced
that nothing else in our church life has the potential to grow and minister
to folks at EP, new and old, like the Sunday school time precisely
because it will always be connected to corporate worship. And again, |
grant that many are providentially hindered by health concerns, many
others are teaching and serving others. Even so, | would ask you to
consider how you prepare for worship. | don't want or need to guilt you
into coming to Sunday school, but | want you to know that as a
recovering Martha and properly labeled Gen-X consumer, God has been
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making me and countless others more and more like Mary during that
45 minutes. If this is truly the business He is engaged in as He
prepares His people for worship, and if a new model of Sunday school
is creating space for Him to do much more, then | would encourage
you to come and be a part of what He is doing at whatever cost.

This quarter there are three offerings. The first is a class on
growing in holiness which will be meeting in the fellowship hall and
taught by Dennis Sheely. Dennis is a first time teacher at EP, but by
no means a first time teacher. He and his wife have been
worshipping with us for a long time and joined a few months ago.
This course is based on a book called The Enemy Within by Kris
Lundgaard, which is a condensed version of John Owen's On the
Mortification Of Sin in Believers. The idea behind the course is that
by God's grace we ought to be striving with the Holy Spirit to put our
sin to death that we might grow in grace all the more.

The second class is Stephen Rippon's class which will be
meeting in the Library. This is a class for new believers, visitors,
and all those who desire a better grasp of the fundamentals of
the Christian faith. The course itself will be a discussion of the first
38 questions in the Westminster Shorter Catechism, questions
dealing with creation, covenant, sin, salvation and growth in grace.
Part of the course will be memorizing the catechism for the sake of

recalling the truths of Scripture to our minds and storing them up in our
hearts. The catechisms aren't scripture, and will not be taught as
Scripture. Nevertheless, as Stephen teaches Scripture, the catechisms
give us a clear, concise understanding of the whole of what Scripture
teaches.

The final class is Scott Cherry's class on the Reign of King
David. In the Fall, 3 small groups merged to form Part A of this course,
and now we plan to resume our investigation into the life of King David
while incorporating new folks. Each week, a new chapter of 2 Samuel
will be discussed. We'll see David's reign, his failures (as a man, as a
father), and his gracious God. | will be leading our discussion of the
Scriptures, but Scott and Kathy Cherry are leaders for the class. This
means that Scott will be the one who welcomes us, facilitates a time of
fellowship, of group prayer, and works with folks in the class to
accomplish a mission project and have weekly refreshments.

As you consider how best to prepare yourself for worship, have
your heart warmed, your mind engaged, and your soul prepared in any
of these three excellent Sunday schools.

- Pastor Joshua Knott

The Deacon’'s Bench

This month, we will complete our walk through the make-
up and duties of the EPC Diaconate. Our intention has been to
introduce the men who serve and to describe the responsibilities
attached to each standing committee. We hope that we have
been able to "personalize" the office of deacon and equip you to
In this article, we will

Office

pray more specifically for these men.
address the

Management committee, and the Promotion committee.

roles of the Finance committee, the

The Finance committee is made up of representatives from
both the Session and the Diaconate. The Diaconate members
currently serving on this committee are Dean Nairn and Roger
Jamieson. The committee develops and implements budgetary
policies and procedures and recommends any structures needed
to facilitate these policies and procedures. The committee
oversees the screening and selection of all financial personnel in
the church: the treasurer, the assistant treasurer, the counters,
and the members of the budget committee. This committee is
quite likely the busiest of all our groups, as the church budget
must be closely monitored throughout the year. The current
a number of expenditures are being
postponed while the committee assesses the impact of the

year is a good example:

nation's economic condition on the life of our church. All
matters related to budgeting and accounting are handled by the
Finance committee, and we are quite blessed to have a number
of skilled, dedicated individuals willing to act as stewards over
what God has entrusted to us.  Please remember to pray
regularly for them during these times of economic uncertainty.
The Office Management committee oversees the operation
of the church computers, faxes,
copiers, paper, postage, and miscellaneous office supplies. As

offices—telephones,

with other Diaconate functions, our goal here is to allow the staff
to better perform their functions by alleviating concerns about
equipment and supplies and assorted "background" issues. We
want the staff to have confidence in their hardware so that their

The Office

Management committee has oversight of several budget accounts,

time might be spent ministering to God's people.

including office expenses, office equipment, telephone and
postage. chaired by Jared
Guckenberger with assistance from Dean Nairn.

Currently, this committee is
Scott Cherry, who also serves on the Sanctuary and Tuition

Assistance committees, is the chairman of the Promotion
Committee. This committee is responsible for announcing and
highlighting the numerous activities the church sponsors or
supports, including concerts, seminars, conferences, Vacation
Bible School, Music/Arts Camp, guest speakers, group excursions,
and assorted special events. In the past, we have taken advantage
of free advertising in local print and radio outlets, and continue to
take advantage of the space provided by our billboard on Possum
Scott has updated these

efforts by incorporating some current technology, such as the

Park Road to advertise our programs.

continuous video loop used this summer to highlight our work at
the Sunday Breakfast Mission. Scott coordinates his work with the
staff and the church calendar so that announcements are timely
and appropriate.

Over the past six months, you've met a group of people who
enjoy serving—men who feel called to minister to the people of this
congregation in a prayerful and open-hearted way. Hopefully, the
series has been informative. We will continue to keep you
updated on Diaconate activities in the coming months.

- Dave Simpson
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Kids

Shirley Hawks was a special guest at
Pioneer Clubs and she led a craft with the
girls. Claudia Glover and Tabitha Harvey
are showing their crafts!

Recently, Jordyn Visser, a Junior Bells
player, wrote this article for her family
newsletter about her experience in bells
under Cynthia Sawaya.

Bells by Jordyn Visser

“Hello girls. Come in and find your name
around the table.” I find my name on a card,
on top of the red cloth that covers the table
and touches the floor. I have two bells—yes! In
the fall, Logan, Kayla, and I started playing in
the Jr. Bell choir at our church. After I find
my bells, I slip on my black gloves that have a
hole in the pointer finger. As I'm picking up
the white hard handles of the bells to do
warm-up, [ get a whiff of Micah’s green, minty
gum. Man, I should have thought to bring
gum. “Okay, whoever has gum, spit it out,”
announces our teacher. Maybe I'm glad about
forgetting to bring gum. Five kids lean over
the table and spit out their gum; it’s so funny.
“Now, let’s begin warm ups.” After warm ups,
we start the fun stuff—the real song that we're
going to play for church—How Great Thou Att.
For me and Micah, it’s kinda hard. The whole
song we have to play together, or off of each
other. But even though it’s hard, it’s really
fun. I love bells.

Upcoming Events in the Children's Ministry for

Winter/Spring 2009

Sunday, March 8", New SS Quarter begins. New Junior High
Girls and Boys Sunday School Class starts with Bill & Michelle
Visser teaching upstairs.

Wednesday, March 11", the making of “Shape and Race” cars
begins during WFN for boys and girls, 6:30pm

Sunday, March 15", Covered Dish Dinner with a focus on
Children's Ministry. The Children’'s Choir will be singing, Junior
Bells will be ringing, Flute Choir, children reciting memory,
catechism, and more! Please mark this on your calendars now
to attend and see what the children have been working on since
the fall.

Saturday, April 4™, Final Rehearsal for Cantata, 10 a.m. to noon
Sunday, April 5, Easter Cantata, Junior Bells & Jr. Choir are
playing/singing

Wednesday, April 15", no WFN, Spring Break

Friday, April 17, Gym Night, 6:30-8:00pm, FLC, Great
opportunity to bring friends and have a good time playing
games.

Friday, May 1°%, EP Student Recital, 7pm. Students from EP
Teachers will have the opportunity to perform. Reception
following.

Wednesday, May 13", Last WFN for spring

Wednesday, May 20", Shape and Race/Picnic, 6pm.
Monday-Friday, June 22-26" Music and Arts Camp
Monday-Friday, July 27-31° Vacation Bible School

Seth Freer making a card for some-
one during Opening Exercises.

Peter Glover playing the trumpet
for us during Opening Exercises.

Praise the Lord for the Things He Has Done!

In January, Junior Bells expanded to 16 players now to have 2
bell groups which meet on Sunday afternoons before evening
service under the leadership of Cynthia Sawaya.

Starting March 8", we officially will have a Junior High Sunday
Class for boys and girls. Bill and Michelle will be teaching this
class upstairs.

In February, a Junior High Girl's Choir started rehearsing after
Sunday School with Marji Harding leading and Amy Beattie
playing the piano. Interested in joining, let Marji or Debbie
Freer know.
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EP Family Birthdays—March 2009

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Jay Harvey Rob Ellis Jonathon Kay Norm Gerri Ellen Sharkey
Sacha Farquhar Adam Plaiss

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Rob Canfield John Sawaya Chris Jeanne Guthrie

Debbie Coggin Kristen Wargo Guckenberger

David Griffin

Don Merrill

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Thomas Kulesza Linda Morris Billy Gross Barbara Chambers | Alexis Cossaboom
Josh Turnbull Marilyn Proctor Jacob Harvey
Klayten Visser Tom Lewis

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Dotti Briscoe Seth Freer Tom Graham Amy Huffman Ann Canfield Tim Coyle

George Clifton Ginny Geiger Carole Metzler Bob Laird
Faith Larson Jeff Sandstrom

29 30 31

Ann Beattie Ralph Graham

Jeff White John Herring

- CHURCH NEWS -

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT
Nathaniel Christopher Brown was born to Stephen
and Siobhan Brown on February 7. He weighed élb,
9.50z and was 20-1/4" long. Brian and Connie
Farquhar are the proud first-fime grandparents.

Congratulations to Jim and Carol Prodan on the
birth of their second grandchild. Tyler John Strike
was born to Shane and Tana Strike on February 7,
2009 at 6:25. He weighed 8lb, Y0z and was 22" long.

ENGAGEMENT
Scott and Debbie McCann are pleased fo
announce the engagement of their daughter,
Regina, to Michael Lee Bandy of Columbia, SC. A
2009 wedding is planned.

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Roger Jamieson and Sherry
Vannoy who were united in marriage on Saturday,
February 7, 2009.

SYMPATHY

Our deepest sympathy is extended to:

e Grace Ludwig and her family on the death of her
husband, Melvin, on January 23.

e Adelene Robinson and her family on the death of
her husband, Eugene (Dick), on January 31.

e Ron Chambers and his family on the death of his
sister-in-law, Brenda Rakes on February 14.

e Chuck Carnes and his family on the death of his
father, David, on February 17.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Junior Ashley Connell received the MVP Award af
Wilmington  Christian’s  invitational basketball
tournament. Junior Chelsea Connell was named an

all-tournament team player. Ashley and Chelsea are
daughters of Scott and Kim Connell.
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March 2009

1 Rachel Vinson 10 Kevin & Wendy Wargo 21 Frances Wright
2 Bill & Melanie Vinson 11 Brian & Valorie Warshaw, 22 Melvin & Sally Jo Wright
3 Dave & Judy Visser Donovan 23 Raymond & Diane Wright
4 Tim & Kami Visser, Klayten, 12 Jerry & Helen Wascheck 24 Vada Yount
Wesley, Ginger 13 Lilian Watkins 25 Fred & Rosemarie Zdeb
5 Bill & Michelle Visser, 14 Ralph Watts 26 Michelle Zdeb, Anthony
Logan, Jordyn, Kayla, 15 Rusty Weaver 27 Paul & Barbara Zitlau
Hayley 16 Guy & Cynthia Webster, 28 Chuck & Tiffany Albright,
6 John & Sue Vogelmann Tim, Claire Gabe Wilson, Lily
7 Doris Walton 17 David & Jill White 29 Leola Albright
8 John & Jane Waltz, Kara 18 Jean White 30 Carol Alexander
Gallaher 19 Jeff White 31 Tracy Bachman, Matt,
9 Keith & Kathy Wargo, 20 John & Judith Williams, Emily, Jill, Abby
Kristen Gabriel, Amy
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